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DARLING RANGE — EDUCATION INVESTMENT 
448. Mr T.J. HEALY to the Premier: 
Can the Premier please outline to the house how the McGowan Labor government is investing in education for the 
children and parents across Darling Range and how this compares with the record of the previous Liberal–National 
government, which cut funding to schools across Darling Range? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Southern River for the question. There are a couple of important points to note here, 
because I do not think members opposite and people more broadly are aware of what happened during the term of 
the previous Liberal–National government. During the term of the previous government, Karragullen Primary 
School and Roleystone Primary School were both closed. It closed both of them, which were inside the electorate 
of Darling Range. Shamefully, the Liberal Party and the National Party closed those important educational 
institutions for the children of Darling Range. They did not stand up at all for them. Karragullen Primary School 
and Roleystone Primary School were very good schools with very good alumni, some of whom are sitting in this 
house. The previous government closed those schools and then slashed funding of hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to Roleystone Community College, Jarrahdale Primary School and Mundijong Primary School. Hundreds of 
thousands of dollars were slashed by the bandleader, Peter Collier. Remember that? He did all that. 
What are we doing for these communities? We have our science, technology, engineering and maths strategy. We 
have our science in classrooms strategy. We are putting in place $19 million for the new Byford South Primary 
School, because we understand that that is a rapidly growing outer urban area that deserves decent education. It 
will cater for 54 students and work will get underway this year. I am very hopeful that Tania Lawrence, the 
outstanding Labor candidate for Darling Range, will be with me when we open that new school in 2020. We are 
delivering a new science lab for the students of Armadale Primary School to ensure that they have that opportunity. 
We are providing extra education assistants at Byford Primary School, Marri Grove Primary School and 
Mundijong Primary School—all the education assistants that the Liberals and Nationals said were not needed. 
Under Labor, there is a rail line that the Liberals said was not needed. There are education assistants that the 
Liberals said were not needed. This is all happening in the electorate of Darling Range because Labor cares about 
the education of students across this state, including outer urban and regional Western Australia. 
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